
 

 

• My Health Record 

Just as an FYI for families, we are now in the second 
month of the 3-month opt-out period for ‘My Health 
Record’. As well as ourselves, we are also responsible 
for making the decision for our little ones.  

This is a very personal decision, but we recommend 
that each family does a little bit of googling if they 
have time so that they can make an informed 
decision before the cut-off date. 

 

 

 

 

• Extra Days 

In some rooms, there are days during the week where 
we are at capacity. If you would like extra casual 
day, please ensure you ask us if there is space before 
arriving at the Centre. We are not able to take 
children over and above our licensed limit. 

  

 

 

Quote of the 
week 

You don't learn to walk 
by following rules. You 
learn by doing, and by 

falling over. 
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Important 
Dates 

Administrative News… 

13th 
Aug Fiver for a Farmer 

Bubble Incursion 
(Nursery & Toddler) 

17th 
Aug 

Book Week  20th 
Aug 

Father’s Day 
Celebration  
(details TBA)  

31st 
Aug 

Visit from the Dentist - 
Dental Health P1 & P2 

14th 
Aug 
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From the 
Directors 

Anna Tran 

Chloe Chant 
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 Fiver for a Farmer… 

I’m sure many of you are aware of the 
hardship our farmers are currently facing 
due to the drought. To support this cause, 

My Story would like to participate in a 
themed day along the lines of ‘Fiver for a 

Farmer’.  
 

On Monday 13th August, children are 
welcome to dress as ‘farmers’ and bring $5 
(or whatever you can afford) to place in our 

‘Buy A Bale’ charity collection tin.  
 

We will be using the day as an opportunity 
to talk with the children about farming life, 

the seasons, and the beauty and 
unpredictability of the Australian land. 

 
Please don't feel like you need to buy 

anything new to participate. Without any 
effort, I’m sure that by about 30 minutes into 

the day they will have the dirt covered 
faces and clothes characteristic of our 

hard-working farmers! 
  

Science Week 

It’s National Science Week next week! The 
educators have been brainstorming ways 
they can introduce scientific concepts to 
our little ones in a fun (and safe!) way. For 
the Nursery and Toddler children, they will 

also be enjoying a bubble experimentation 
incursion on Friday 17th. If you are a Nursery 
or Toddler family and you haven’t received 
an email about this yesterday, please get in 

touch.  

Dental Health Visit 

We are also looking forward to a visit from 
the education program at Smart Dental to 
discuss dental health with our Preschool 1 
and 2 children. For those of you who are 

considering taking your little one for their first 
(or another) dental checkup, this might be 
a fun way to introduce the idea to them. 

2

Book Week 

It’s book week from the 20th August!!  

From the week starting the 20th August, 
your child is welcome to dress up as a 

character from their favorite book. Your 
child might dress up once in the week, 

twice, every day or not at all – it is 
completely up to you.  

If you have decided to dress up, please let 
the educators know so that we can 

celebrate it. 

We would also really appreciate it if your 
child could bring in a book to share during 

the week. It might 
be the book that 

relates to your dress 
up, or it might be 
another favourite. 
We will read the 

story with the class 
and ensure the 

book goes safely 
back into bags 
after story time. 
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Bottle Donation 

Thank you to everyone who has begun to 
bring in bottles! We are really happy to see 
the children coming in with excited faces 

and many questions about recycling! 

Sustainability 

Very soon Miss Van is 
taking a well-earned 
break from cooking our 
scrumptious, healthy 
meals and heading on a 
cruise! Have fun with your 
sister, niece and daughter 
Van! Send pics! 

 

Miss Anna and Mr Anna 
(Will) took advantage of 
the Bank Holiday to take 
their boys to Featherdale 
Wildlife Park on Monday. 
Of course, the first rain 
we’ve seen in weeks 
came down during the 
excursion, but the boys 
had a fantastic time 
anyway. 

 

 

 

About our 
Educators… 

Succulent Wall 

Our Preschool 
children have 
started a long-

term project 
propagating 
succulents in 

our old 
pigeon-holes!  

The project will help our children learn about 
what plants need to thrive, but also act as a 

metaphor to stimulate learning and discussions 
around sustainability, responsibility and 

patience. Thank you for all your help children! 
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‘I have never understood the thinking that education 
begins at five’: Changing the conversation about the 

early years 
BY WENDY SHEPHERDJuly 24, 2018 
 
Despite a lot of progress over the last few decades, the Australian early education 
sector still faces a number of difficult and complex challenges. But I believe all of our 
challenges are linked, and emanate from our status and standing within our national 
Government – and as a consequence, the general community. 
 
The government views early childhood as a workplace solution for ensuring the return 
of women to the workforce. They focus on funding fee relief for working families, and 
as a redemptive program for four-year-old children to ensure a good start to school. 
 
Nowhere in the discourse around the provision of early childhood programs is the 
message that it is the right of every child and with assured access. 
 
The community view of “childcare” 
‘Childcare’ is an option for getting women into the taxpaying workforce. It is not 
because women should be able to choose to remain in the workforce or something 
that would benefit children. The focus is to get women into the workforce to raise tax 
revenue. If the national government completely funded early childhood education 
and not just fee relief and preschool program funding, just as they do schools, the 
community might not be divided about who is responsible for the education of young 
children. 

Childcare vs Early Childhood Education…? 
 

From a personal perspective, it was difficult for me to transition from what 
my network perceived as a ‘proper’ career in a National role at The Tax 

Institute to a ‘job’. 
Deep down I knew that being a good Early Childhood Educator would 

take a lot of study, on the job training, practice and call on all my energy 
and skills. However, when I started to communicate my career change to 

my friends and family, there were a lot of questions like, “Are you too 
stressed in your current role?” “Won’t you be bored?” or just, “Why?” 

Well, several years in I can safely say the hours are longer, the required 
mental, physical and emotional energy is much greater, I have never, 

ever been bored, and as for why – Because I (and our whole team) know 
we can make a difference. 

Please help us to reframe community perception regarding this sector at 
every opportunity! 
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…CONT FROM PREVIOUS PAGE… 

 
As a result of this commonly held community view of ‘childcare’, for those of us who 
work in the sector, we have no status or standing within government or the community. 
We are simply replicating women’s work in formal settings. We lack an identity that we 
would be comfortable with. 
The New South Wales Liberal Democratic Senator David Leyonjhelm confirmed this 
point when he stated in a recent interview that we are simply ‘nose wipers and our job 
is to stop children from killing each other’. The only reason he opposed the new Child 
Care Package reforms was to save taxpayer money. He has consistently proposed 
removing regulations and let providers just focus on making money. It was clear his 
opposition to the changes was not about the fact that it would disadvantage many 
children and families. 
 
Read any newspaper article about the cost of early childhood education, and then 
read the comments from the public that respond to the article. You soon gain the 
feeling that the community firmly believes it is the responsibility of the family to pay the 
costs of ‘childcare’. 
 
They are also of the opinion that women should stay at home to look after their 
children. It seems taxpayers are not happy that the government subsidises families for 
their ‘childcare’ costs. 

I am always shocked at the strength of the comments, particularly in this day and age. 
The commonly-held view that a woman’s place is in the home is equally as shocking. I 
know that the comments are written by people who have time on their hands and the 
motivation to respond, but it is a strong opinion nevertheless, and indicative of the 
general community beliefs and strong opinions. 

The role of Government 

There are very few members of the community who are aware that early childhood 
education is important, necessary, or even exists. After all, it is ‘childcare’ the 
Government talks about, not early childhood education. In the community’s 
understanding, early childhood education is only for the three- and four-year old 
children so they have a better transition to the school experience. Funding this age 
group and the preschool sector seems to be a winning political move, one the 
taxpayer approves of. 

Some State Governments do well, in some ways, by the early childhood sector. Victoria 
and South Australia have some positive policies regarding professional development 
and additional preschool funding but sadly they don’t do so well in the services for 
children from birth to five… CONT. ONLINE… 

https://the-framework.org/2018/07/24/i-have-never-understood-the-thinking-that-
education-begins-at-five-changing-the-conversation-about-the-early-years/  


